NT 5100: English Bible: The Book of Hebrews (3 hrs)

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School — Akron Extertsi Dr. David B. Sloan
Fall Semester 2014 614-678-2032
Tuesdays from September 2 through December 9,&3&Dpm dsloan@neo.rr.com

Course Description (from TEDS Academic Catlog)

Demonstration of inductive Bible study method am@dtment of the special teaching of a
particular book or books of the New Testament basethe English text. May be repeated for
credit as the book studied changes. Not for ciadtie MA/NT or MA/OT programs.

Two to three hours.

Course Objectives

By the end of the semester the student should:

1. have a deeper appreciation of and love for Jesa<Christian faith, and Scripture;

2. be more fully committed to the gospel and be abl@spire that same commitment in
others based on the inspiration given in Hebrews;

3. be better equipped to interpret Scripture in itsiemt context and apply it to a modern
context;

4. be able to explain the purpose of Hebrews and tttods the author uses to accomplish
his purpose;

5. be aware of the historical, cultural, rhetoricald ghilosophical backgrounds that were
assumed by the first-century author and audiendébarable to interpret Hebrews in
light of these backgrounds;

6. be able to discuss modern scholarship on Hebred/svargh in on some of the debated
issues with regard to the letter;

7. have a more robust theology that accounts for tres@logical and other theological

implications of the Epistle to the Hebrews;
be aware of how Hebrews has been interpreted thoadhe history of the church; and
be able to draw lessons from Hebrews for churehttitiay.

©

Course Textbooks

Koester, Craig RHebrews: A New Translation with Introduction andn@uentary Anchor
Yale Bible 36. New York: Doubleday, 2001.

Mason, Eric F., and Kevin B. McCruden, ed®eading the Epistle to the Hebrews: A Resource
for Students.Society of Biblical Literature Resources for Bilal Study 66. Atlanta:
Society of Biblical Literature, 2011.
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Course Requirements

1. Readings and Participatiof85%) — Readings from Koester and Mason/McCrude® ha
been given in the syllabus. For most weeks thdlidevan additional article or essay to
read that will be emailed to you or handed ouhmrevious class. All readings are to
be donebefore the class meeting, and students will be gradeldosnprepared they are
to participate in class discussion. Sometimesestisdwill be given specific questions to
reflect on as they read, and the students’ resgastsauld be handed in. Sometimes a
quiz will be given on the reading.

2. Theology Presentatiof20%) — Beginning on Week 3 there will be a theaabissue
discussed during each class meeting. Sign uprferobdthe topics and prepare a 20-
minute presentation on the issue based on couagéngs and on other literature (the
professor will recommend some readings for eacit}of-ollowing your presentation
the class will continue to discuss the issue tageth

3. Exegesis Papg25%) — A 4-5-page, single-spaced paper on a passam Hebrews.
Details will be given on the first day of classtudnts are encouraged to have done
much of the research by the time their particukssage is discussed in class so that our
discussion of the passage will be able to go ded&pethe actual paper is not due until
December 2 or 9 (whichever date you are not giaipgesentation for assignment #4).

4. Reflection Paper and Presentati(@0%) — A 3-page, single-spaced, reflection paper
discussing how to apply Hebrews to a particularsZian practice. Example topics
include: how to motivate faithfulness to Christywhto preach effectively, how to design
worship services, how to read Scripture, how tateeChrist to the culture, how to
preach, how to pray, etc. This is more of a réfb@cpaper than a research paper. Use of
commentaries and secondary sources is not reqiuetbe sure that you are not unaware
of modern discussions of the topic. More importhah using secondary sources is
engaging the text of Hebrews and relating therétt¢he topic at hand with specific
applications. You will present your reflectionstbe class on either December 2 or 9.

Grading Scale
93-100% = A 90-92.9% = A-
87-89.9% = B+ 83-86.9% =B 80-82.9% = B-
77-79.9% = C+ 73-76.9% =C 70-72.9% = C-
67-69.9% = D+ 63-66.9% =D 60-62.9% = D-
59.9% and below = F

Academic Integrity Policy

The world needs men and women of integrity ancctieeces you make now will affect how you
act in the future. Students are expected to upth@devel of integrity that is described in the
student handbook and is expected of disciples osChStudents cauglkbpying the work of
others or letting others copy their work, turninguork that was done for another class

without permission, ofailing to document sourceson any written assignment (including a
simple homework assignment) will receive reduceatigs and be reported to the proper
authority.
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Course Schedule

Date | Lecture Topic Presentation Koester Mason

9/2 Introduction to Hebrews 1-64

9/9 Background of Hebrews 64-96 1-30

9/16 | Hebrews 1:1-2:4 Cosmology 171-212, 97-100 31-7

9/23 | Hebrews 2:5-2:18 Christology 213-241, 104-110

9/30 | Hebrews 3:1-4:13 Scripture 242-280, 115-118 -937

10/7 | Hebrews 4:14-6:20 Apostasy 281-334 99-144

10/14| Hebrews 7 Jesus as Priest 335-373 145-188

10/21| Hebrews 8-9 Covenant and Law 374-428 189-230

10/28| Hebrews 10 Israel and the Church 429-467, 110-11531-268
118-125, 127-129

11/4 | Hebrews 11 Faith and Rewards 468-520, 125-127

11/11| Hebrews 12 Eschatology 521-553, 100-104 269-296

11/18| Hebrews 13 554-584 297-308

11/25 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK

12/2 | Applying Hebrews [Reflection Presentations]

12/9

Applying Hebrews

[Reflection Presentations]
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Recommended Reference Works
Technical Commentaries

1.
2.

3.

No o

Craig R.Koester (AYB, 2001)

David A.deSilva Perseverance in Gratitudg&erdmans, 2000) — strongest on the use of
Greco-Roman rhetoric in the letter.

Peter TO’Brien (PNTC, 2010) — one of the best evangelical exsgate thinkers; more
accessible to the student who doesn’t know Greak ttane, Ellingworth, and Attridge;
O’Brien thinks the audience was predominantly Jev@aristians.

William L. Lane (WBC, 2 vols, 1991) — as technical as Ellingwatid Attridge and
perhaps a better interpreter.

PaulEllingworth (NIGTC, 1993) — strongest on the Greek text.

Harold W.Attridge (Hermeneia, 1989) — strong on Greco-Roman pasallel

Gareth LeeCockerill (NICNT, 2012) — a replacement for Bruce’s volur@eckerill

thinks the audience was predominantly Jewish Ganist

F. F.Bruce (NICNT, 1997) — strong exegesis but a little otedaas much of the material
is from his 1964 edition.

Mid-Level and Practical Commentaries

1.

9.

William L. Lane, Hebrews: A Call to CommitmestThis commentary is a much easier
read than Lane’s more technical commentary and &t good practical reflection by a
master interpreter of Hebrews.

. R. T.France (REBC, 2006) — This commentary is grouped witlreatton James through

Revelation. France is a master exegete and uadesstiebrews very well.

Philip E.Hughes(Eerdmans, 1987) — This is a good theologicalirepdf Hebrews.
James WThompson (Paideia, 2008) — Thompson is excellent on theorieal
background, and he condenses the message of Helvedlws

Luke T.Johnson(NTL, 2006) — Johnson is excellent on the backgdoand theology of
Hebrews.

George HGuthrie (NIVAC) — Guthrie understands Hebrews well andvtes lengthy
reflections on how to move Hebrews into a modemtext and apply it accordingly.
Thomas GLong (Interpretation) — This commentary shows the poofdtiebrews as a
sermon.

BenWitherington 1ll, Letters and Homilies for Jewish Christia(®007) — Like deSilva,
Witherington views the letter from a socio-rhetatiperspective, but unlike deSilva he
sees it as written primarily to Jewish Christians.

JohnOwen (Crossway Classic Commentaries) — This is the b@tt century
commentary on Hebrews.

10.N. T. Wright , Hebrews for Everyon@003) — Of all these commentaries this is thetmos

brief and the most down-to-earth, and yet it igten by one of the best thinkers in New
Testament scholarship today.

11.David L. Allen (NAC, 2010) — This is a good, evangelical workt dccasionally it is

hindered by Allen’s unlikely view that Hebrews wastten by Luke to former priests in
Jerusalem.

12.RaymondBrown (BST, 1974) — a good, short commentary on Hebrews.
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Introductions to Hebrews

1. Daniel J. HarringtonyWhat Are They Saying About the Letter to the Heg§PéRaulist,
2005). This is not so much an introduction to Helm as it is an introduction to
scholarship on Hebrews. It is a very helpful red] | considered requiring it.
Andrew H. Trotter]nterpreting the Epistle to the HebreBaker, 1997).
Kenneth Schenclk)nderstanding the Book of Hebrews: The Story BettiedSermon
(Westminster John Knox, 2003).
4. Andrew T. Lincoln,Hebrews: A Guid€T&T Clark, 2006).

w N

Special Studies on Hebrews

1. Richard Bauckham, Daniel R. Driver, Trevor A. Hand Nathan MacDonald, ed$he
Epistle to the Hebrews and Christian Theol¢ggrdmans, 2009). This is a collection of
essays similar to Mason and McCruden but a litibeentechnical. Some of the essays in
this collection are better than anything I've resxdHebrews.

2. Gelardini, Gabriella, ed. Hebrews: Contemporaryhdds - New Insights. Leiden:Birill,
2005. Another helpful collection of essays.

3. David Peterson, Hebrews and Perfection (SNTSM3882). An excellent technical
treatment of the theme of perfection in Hebrews.

4. Herbert W. Bateman, I\Kour Views on the Warning Passages in Hebr@vegel
Academic, 2007). A great debate on the warningages.

5. David A. deSilva,The Letter to the Hebrews in Social-Scientific Pecsive(Cascade
Companions, 2012). This is a good introductioth®social-scientific approach deSilva
uses in his commentary.

6. Michael D. MorrisonWho Needs a New Covenant? Rhetorical Functioneo€itwenant
Motif in the Argument of HebrewBrinceton Theological Monographs, 2008).

7. Barnabas Lindarg,he Theology of the Letter to the HebrgiNg T; Cambridge
University Press, 1991).

8. L. D. Hurst,The Epistle to the Hebrews: Its Background of ThbyGambridge
University Press, 2005).

9. George Guthrie, The Structure of Hebrews: A Textguiistic Approach (Baker, 1994).

10.David L. Allen, “The Authorship of Hebrews: The @a®r Luke,”Faith and Mission
18.2 (2001): 27-40. A condensed argument of thgtheer given in his book,ukan
Authorship of Hebrews.

11.Susanne Lehn&he New Covenant in Hebre@WtSOT, 1990).

Multi-Volume Bible Encyclopedias

1. IVP Bible Dictionary Series, 8 vols. The most useiume for Hebrews would be Ralph P.
Martin and Peter H. Davids, edBictionary of the Later New Testament and Its
DevelopmentgDowners Grove: InterVarsity, 1998), but | wounstommend purchasing all
of the volumes. The New Testament volumes are ledridgether imrhe Essential IVP
Reference Collectioan Logos Bible Software (see below).

2. Katharine Doob Sakenfeld, efllew Interpreter's Dictionary of the Biblé vols; Nashville:
Abingdon, 2006-2009).

3. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, ed.The International Standard Bible Encyclopegiavised; 4 vols.;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979-1988).

4. David N. Freedman, edlhe Anchor Bible Dictionary vols; New York: Doubleday, 1993).
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One-Volume Bible Dictionaries

1. David Noel Freedman, edgerdmans Dictionary of the Bib(&rand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2000).

2. Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, Tremper Longmandtis Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1998). (IncludedTline Essential IVP Reference Collectjon.

3. Kevin J. Vanhoozer, eddictionary for Theological Interpretation of thelie (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2005).

4. Joel B. Green, edDictionary of Scripture and Ethid&rand Rapids: Baker, 2011).

New Testament Introductions

1. D. A. Carson and Douglas J. Moan Introduction to the New Testamé¢and ed; Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2005).

2. David A. deSilvaAn Introduction to the New Testament: Context, a@shand Ministry
Formation(Downers Grove: IVP, 2004).

3. Gary M. Burge, Lynn H. Cohick, and Gene L. GreEme New Testament in Antiquity
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009).

4. Donald GuthrieNew Testament Introductigdth ed.; Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1990).

New Testament Theologies

1. G. K. Beale A New Testament Biblical Theology: The UnfoldinghefOld Testament in the
New(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011).

2. Frank ThielmanNew Testament Theolo{@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005).

3. |. Howard MarshallNew Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One G(i3pehers
Grove: InterVarsity, 2004).

4. Ben Witherington, IIl;The Indelible Image: The Theological and Ethicalriof the New
Testamen(2 vols; Downers Grove: IVP, 2009-2010).

5. Thomas R. Schreinelew Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Chi@&tand Rapids:
Baker, 2008).

Also Highly Recommended

1. G. K. Beale, and D. A. Carson, edSgmmentary on the New Testament Use of the Old
Testamen{Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007).

2. Craig S. KeeneiThe IVP Biblical Background Commentary: New Testar(i@owners
Grove: IVP, 1993).

Note: A great reference package can be purchasedgth Logos Bible Software:
http://www.logos.com/product/8588/the-essentiaHieference-collection-version-3

This will include the best multi-volume New Testarhencyclopedia, some of the best one-
volume Bible dictionaries (IVP’8lew Bible Dictionarys very similar toEerdmans Dictionary
of the Bibl¢, and the IVP Bible Background Commentaries.
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